Photography as a tool for political transformation

(Skip Schiel, skipschiel@gmail.com, 617-231-6314, Cambridge MA)

Initiated at the US Social Forum, June 2010, Detroit, 2 hours, subsequently taught at the Cambridge Center for Adult Education
Using examples from individual photographers and collectives such as ActiveStills (Israeli), Magnum and VII—and those brought or on line by workshop participants—together we’ll examine principles for making and using photographs intended to foster political transformation. Participants are encouraged to show photos as prints, slide shows, or on line presentations.

INTRODUCTION

Workshop idea and goals-what did you bring?-what are your questions and needs?-general intro to each other

PRINCIPLES

An eye: design, practice, historical art awareness (story of Bresson’s training in painting, is this needed? Salgado’s training in economics)

A mind: political perspective, strategy, grounded in the subject (Salgado again, Lange working with Paul Taylor, Smith’s total emersion in Minamata, Pittsburg, Schweitzer, jazz in Manhattan)

A heart: resonance with the human condition (e.g. W. Eugene Smith in Japan), guts (Robert Capa’s exhortation and story), love (Che’s words about revolutionaries being loving: Let me say, with the risk of appearing ridiculous, that the true revolutionary is guided by strong feelings of love...Above all, always be capable of feeling any injustice committed against anyone anywhere in the world.)

To take a photograph is to align the head, the eye and the heart. It's a way of life."
—Henri Cartier-Bresson

QUESTIONS
Does photography inspire political change? Where and how? What characterizes such photography? How does photography most effectively build movements? What are you doing that might fit with this approach? What do you need to learn and do to be more effective? Is effectiveness a reasonable goal for an artist (Thomas Merton on this topic)? 

TIMELINE OF POLITICALLY TRANSFORMATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

Matthew Brady and other photographers about the American Civil War

Westward expansion, Custer in the Black Hills, Wounded Knee

George Eastman and the Kodak, popularizing photography

Jacob Riis in Manhattan

Lewis Hine in southern mills, later post WW 1

Dorothea Lange and the farm securities administration during the Depression

Life magazine and other photo magazines in the US and Europe (Paris Match, Stern, etc)

WW 2 photography

Steichen and the Family of Man

Robert Frank and The Americans

Ansel Adams and the environmental movement

Vietnam-American war photography

Charles Moore and Ernest Withers, Civil Rights Movement

Indy media

Currently?

Trends?

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Alexandra Boulat (France)

http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1669313,00.html
Henri Cartier-Bresson (France)

http://www.magnumphotos.com/Archive/C.aspx?VP=XSpecific_MAG.PhotographerDetail_VPage&l1=0&pid=2K7O3R14T1LX&nm=Henri%20Cartier%20-%20Bresson

Ernest Cole (South Africa)

http://www.google.com/images?q=ernest+cole+photo&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=eHwRTJzxMoKKlweUpvDUBw&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=1&ved=0CB8QsAQwAA
http://212.214.120.51/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=Cole&-loadframes
Walker Evans (with James Agee)

Let Us Now Praise Famous Men: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let_Us_Now_Praise_Famous_Men

Bruce Gilden (Haiti)

http://inmotion.magnumphotos.com
David Hilliard

http://www.davidhilliard.com/0907.html

Lewis Hine

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/

Connie Imboden

http://www.connieimboden.com/MainPage.html
Stella Johnson

http://www.stellajohnson.com
Lou Jones

http://www.fotojones.com/
Ziv Koren

http://www.zivkoren.com/#/.%20Home
http://www.wired.com/video/security/security/9525752001/ziv-koren/1813573875 (video)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRO1mZ6gwLE
Dorothea Lange

http://www.google.com/images?q=dorothea+lange&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=OKvyS-63H4G0lQf7u5DkDA&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=7&ved=0CE4QsAQwBg
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/128_migm.html
Annie Leibowitz

http://newyorktimesbuilding.com/leibovitz/FLASH/slideshow/photographs.htm

Alex MacLean

http://www.alexmaclean.com/
Peter Magubane (South Africa)

Mary Ellen Mark

http://www.maryellenmark.com/

Karen Marshall

http://karenmarshallphoto.com
Susan Meiselas

http://www.icp.org/site/c.dnJGKJNsFqG/b.4391347/k.9E05/Susan_Meiselas.htm

Pedro Meyer (Mexico)

http://www.pedromeyer.com/galleries/religion/
http://www.pedromeyer.com/galleries/latinamerica/ 

Jonathan McIntosh

http://photos.rebelliouspixels.com/
Eman Mohammed (Gaza)

http://www.theelders.org/middle-east/blogs/eman-mohammed/photos-gaza
http://www.demotix.com/users/emanmohammed/profile
Charles Moore

http://www.kodak.com/US/en/corp/features/moore/mooreIndex.shtml
http://www.viscom.ohiou.edu/oldsite/moore.site/
James Nachtwey

http://www.jamesnachtwey.com/

Eugene Richards

http://www.eugenerichards.com/
Jacob Riis

http://www.masters-of-photography.com/R/riis/riis.html

Sebastian Salgado (Brazil)

http://www.google.com/images?q=salgado%20exodus&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=og&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wi
http://www.masters-of-photography.com/S/salgado/salgado_san_juan_full.html

Skip Schiel

http://teeksaphoto.org, http://skipschiel.wordpress.com

Ben Shawn

http://www.oldstatehouse.com/exhibits/virtual/hard_times/ben_shahn/ozfamilies.asp
Aaron Siskind

http://www.aaronsiskind.org/images.html
W. Eugene Smith

http://photemera.blogspot.com/2009/11/w-eugene-smith-and-jazz-loft-project.html
View from his window: http://nymag.com/arts/books/features/62876/
Minamata: http://www.masters-of-photography.com/S/smith/smith_minamata_full.html

Guy Tillim (South Africa)

http://www.michaelstevenson.com/contemporary/artists/tillim.htm
http://www.artthrob.co.za/05jan/artbio.html

David Turnley

http://davidcturnley.com/

Peter Turnley

http://www.peterturnley.com/
Margaret Bourke White

http://www.smartwomeninvest.com/bourkepics.htm
Kai Kaiwiedenhoefer
http://www.lightstalkers.org/kaiwiedenhoefer
Ernest Withers

http://www.commercialappeal-web.com/slideshows/?Ernest_Withers:_Pictures_Tell_The_Story
http://weallbe.blogspot.com/2009/08/ghosts-of-emmett-till.html

COLLECTIVES & AGENCIES

ActiveStills (Israeli-Palestine)

http://www.activestills.org/

AfraPix (South Africa)

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/afrapix
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/afrapix
International Solidarity Movement (Palestine)

http://www.palsolidarity.org
Magnum

http://www.magnumphotos.com/
Social Documentary Net
http://socialdocumentary.net/

Struggles Against Racism 

https://www.horaceseldon.com/the-photography-collective/
VII Foundation
http://www.viiphoto.com/

BOOKS & VIDEOS

Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida
Capa, Robert, Slightly Out of Focus

Kobre, Kenneth, Photojournalism, the Professionals’ Approach

Lutz, C & Collins, J, Reading National Geographic 

Mother Jones (magazine), Smart fearless journalism, motherjone.com 

Photos That Changed the World (video): http://www.openculture.com/2010/04/photos_that_changed_the_world.html

Sontag, Susan, Regarding the Pain of Others, 2003 

So far as we feel sympathy we feel we are not accomplices to what caused the suffering. Our sympathy proclaims our innocence as well as our impotence. To that extent, it can be (for all our good intentions) an impertinent--if not an inappropriate--response. To set aside the sympathy we extend to others beset by war and murderous politics for a consideration of how our privileges are located on the same map as their suffering, and may--in ways that we prefer not to imagine--be linked to their suffering, as the wealth of some may imply the destitution of others, is a task for which the painful, stirring images supply only the initial spark.

—Susan Sontag 

Sontag, Susan, On Photography

Zinn, Howard, Artists In Times of War and Other Essays, 2002
Political power is controlled by the corporate elite, and the arts are the locale for a kind of guerilla warfare in the sense that guerillas look for apertures and opportunities where they can have an effect.

—Howard Zinn

WEBSITES OF FORMER WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

http://www.photoreflect.com/pr3/store.aspx?p=35457
http://youthinfocus.org/
http://ranabaker.wordpress.com/ (private site)
